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FREDERIC CHOPIN AND
GEORGE SAND

FEW love-stories have suffered so much from
the vulgarization of gossip as that of
Frederic Chopin and George Sand. A
whole literature of anecdote and reminiscence has
sprung up like a bewildering thicket about their
names, till the comparative simplicity of their
relationship has been obscured by a cloud of
witnesses, who continually pour confusion on each
other, and the essential value of it, whatever it may
have been, to the two most concerned, has been all
but lost sight of. That for a long period it brought
satisfactions of a rare and deep kind to two people,
gifted alike with the difficult nature of genius, is
the important thing to know about it. External
criticism on its irregularity, or any other comment
that forgets this central fact, is irrelevant. That
it was to good purpose in the lives of Chopin and
George Sand seems to be sufficiently proved by its
enduring so long; for, had it not been so, having
nothing to ensure its continuance but the will and
pleasure of the two lovers, it would have come to a
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